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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois March 26, 1985 
Local/Area / ~ 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Internationally-recognized pianist John Owings will 
present a benefit concert for the 1985 Music of the Americas competition for 
high school pianists at Eastern Illinois University. 
The concert will be on Sunday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. in Dvorak Concert 
Ha 11 . 
Owings, who holds the master's degree from the Juilliard School of 
Music, made his orchestral debut with the San Antonio Symphony at the age of 
15. He is widely known as a recitalist and has performed with the orchestras 
of Dallas, Austin, Chicago, Houston and Washington, D.C. 
While in London, as a Fulbright Scholar, Owings appeared in London 
recital halls, recorded for the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), and 
performed as guest soloist with the English Chamber Orchestra, the Symphony 
Orchestra of Lucerne and the BBC Scottish and Welsh orchestras. 
His benefit concert program includes Six Variations, Op. 34 by Ludwig 
van Beethoven; First Piano Sonata by Charles Ives; and 24 Preludes, Op. 28 
by Frederic Chopin. 
Purpose of the Music of the Americas' Competition is to identify and 
encourage outstanding high school pianists and the performance of works by 
composers of the U.S., Canada and Latin America. The competition is sponsored 
by contributions from Eastern and the community. 
Contributions may be made in the following categories: patrons (above 
$100), sponsors ($25-$100), contributors (under $25). 
Tickets for the benefit concert are $3 for adults and $1 for children, 
students, and senior citizens. Checks for tickets or contributions should 
be made out to Eastern Illinois University Piano Competition and sent to Dr. 
David P. Appleby, Music Department, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston 61920. 
-30-
